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Executive Summary 

 

 The Montgomery County, Maryland, Comprehensive Solid Waste Management 

Plan for the Years 2009 - 2019 has been prepared in accordance with Subtitle 5, Title 9 of 

the Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.  The Plan has been adopted by the 

Montgomery County Council Resolution 16-894 (see page xii), and approved by the 

Maryland Department of the Environment (see page xv). 

 

 This Ten-year Plan is updated every three years, as required by Maryland law to 

reflect amendments by the County Council and the continuing changes that are occurring 

in the County related to solid waste management.  The following amendments, changes, 

additional appendices and other pertinent documents are included in this Plan: 

  

 Chapter 1 provides an overview of the laws, regulations, and government agencies 

that are a part of this Comprehensive Solid Waste Plan.  Changes to this chapter include:  

 

• Dates are updated throughout. 

• Tables of applicable laws and regulations are updated.  No significant changes 

have occurred since the last Plan update. 

• Enabling laws and regulations are updated and clarified. 

 

 Chapter 2 provides an overview of population and employment trends and land use 

considerations that impact present and future solid waste management considerations.  

Changes to this chapter include: 

 

• Dates and population/employment numbers are updated throughout. 

 



 

 ix

 Chapter 3 provides detailed data on waste generation and descriptions of waste 

collection and acceptance facilities.   Changes to this chapter include: 

 

• Dates and waste generation tonnages are updated throughout. 

• Tables are repositioned to follow text references. 

• The County recycling rate calculation method is clarified. 

• Waste collection district and sub-district descriptions and the sub-district transfer 

process are conformed to recently passed Council Resolution, allowing 

adjustments to take place by means of Executive Regulation. 

• Recycling descriptions are updated for Office Paper Systems (OPS) mixed paper 

operation. 

 

 Chapter 4 assesses solid waste management needs to address waste generation 

issues and acceptance facility constraints.  Changes to this chapter include: 

 

• Dates and generation percentages are updated throughout. 

• A table, with accompanying text, is added enabling analysis, by sector, of the 

extent to which individual types of recyclable materials are being recycled and 

disposed.   

• The recycling goal of 50 percent by 2010 is confirmed. 

• Text is added clarifying the relationship between the recycling goal and tonnage 

projections under the County’s solid waste management system.  

• Text describing the County’s electronics recycling program is added.  

• Documentation concerning the options and currently known disposal of MSW and 

C&D at facilities other than the County Transfer Station is substantially expanded. 

• A new planning direction towards exploring food waste composting is indicated. 

• Text is added on the management of compact fluorescent lamps. 

• A new section on green house gasses (GHG) and ozone related emissions is 

added.  



 

 x

    

 Chapter 5 provides a Plan of Action to address solid waste generation issues and 

acceptance facility needs.  Changes to this chapter include: 

 

• Dates and generation data are updated throughout. 

• Discussion of Transfer Station modifications to address peak flows under a 

current CIP project (future County Council appropriation required to perform 

construction) and the potential relocation of yard trim receiving, processing and 

shipping operations to a portion of the Gude Landfill site is updated, addressing 

requirements for MDE approval both for this project and its integration into a 

remediation and reuse plan for the Gude Landfill site. 

• The County’s ban on disposal of recyclables is described with respect to 

Executive Regulations 15-04AM and 18-04, and enforcement of those 

regulations is discussed. 

• Contingency plans for yard waste management, to avoid exceeding the agreed 

limitation on annual tonnage received at the Dickerson Composting Facility, are 

expanded. 

• Discussion of bypass in the context of facility capacity is expanded.  

• The tipping fee policy is expanded and clarified. 

• The summary Plan of Action table is updated and expanded. 
 

 Appendix A provides a list of term definitions.  Changes to this appendix include: 

• A definition for Land Clearing Debris is added. 
 

 Appendix B is updated to provide a material flow diagram and recycling calculations 

for a new Base Year. 

 

 Appendix C provides a copy of the County landfill site selection criteria. 

 



 

 xi

 Appendix D provides copies of community agreements related to solid waste 

facilities.   

 

 Appendix E provides a copy of Council Resolution 13-1498 “Creation of Dickerson 

Area Facilities Implementation Group (DAFIG)”. 

 

 Appendix F provides a copy of Montgomery County Executive Regulation 6-99AM 

Expansion of Leaf Vacuuming Collection District. 

 

 Appendix G provides a copy of the recommendations made by the  

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) and the 

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). 
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August 17,2010
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101 Monroe Street, 2nd Floor
Rockville MD 20850
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The Maryland Department of the Environment (the "Department") has completed review ofthe
Montgomery County Solid Waste Management Plan (2009-2019), (the "Plan"), which was
adopted by the Montgomery County Council on February 9, 201O.

Based on this review, the Department has determined that the Plan satisfies the Department's
guidelines and complies with the defined requirements of the Code ofMaryland Regulations
(COMAR) 26.03.03. In accordance with §9-507(a) ofthe Environment Article, Annotated Code
ofMaryland, the Plan is approved.

Please be advised that §9-503(a) of the Environment Article, Annotated Code of Marvland,
requires each County to have a County plan or a plan with adjoining counties that covers at least
the next] O-yearperiod following adoption by the County governing body. Per §9-515(b) of the
Environment Article, Annotated Code ofMaryland, Montgomery County must prepare the
county Plan as well as a separate statement of objectives and polices covering factors such as
planning, zoning, and population estimates at least once every three years. The law further
requires the County Executive to prepare preliminary and final drafts of the plans as specified in
§9-515(c) and submit to the Council for its approval. As the Montgomery County Council
adopted the Plan on February 9, 20] 0 the new plan will be due to the Department on or before
February 9, 2013. The Department recommends that the County submit a draft Plan six
months prior to the due date so the Department can review and provide comments before the
County adopts its next 1O-yearperiod Plan. The County must also comply with the public
hearing requirements of § 9-503(d) ofthe referenced Article prior to the adoption of any revision
or amendment.

Please note that §9-506(b)(2) of the Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, requires
the County to submit a report of its review conducted at least every two years including any
revision or amendment of the County plan that has been adopted. Therefore, the County must
submit to the Department the progress reports required by §9-506(b) on or before February 9,
2012.
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In addition, §9-503(c)ofthe EnvironmentArticle, Annotated Code of Maryland. provides that
each Countymust adopt and submit to the Departmenta revision or amendmentto its County
plan if the County considers a revision or amendmentnecessary or if the Departmentrequiresa
revisionor amendment. The Departmentwill notify the County ifa revision or amendment is
required. However, if the County considers a revision or amendmentis necessary, we
recommend that the County submit a draft plan to the Department so that we can reviewand
provide comments before the County adopts a revision or amendmentto its approved and
adoptedplan. The Countymust comply with the public hearing requirements of §9-503(d) of the
referenced Article prior to the adoption of any revision or amendment.

During the 20091egislative session, the Maryland General Assemblypassed House Bill 1290,
Environment-Recycling-Public School Plans. The law became effective on July 1,2009
(amending § 9-1703 of Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland). The law adds a
requirement that must be addressed in a recyclingplan in accordancewith the provisionsof
§ 9-505 of the EnvironmentArticle, Annotated Code of Maryland. Under § 9-1703(b)(10) of the
EnvironmentArticle, Annotated Code ofMmyland, the counties and Baltimore City are
required to address the strategyfor the collection,processing, marketing, and disposition of
recyclablematerials from publicschools. In addition, § 9-1703(g) of the EnvironmentArticle,
Annotated Code of Maryland requires a countyto revise its recyclingplan by October 1, 2010,
to addressthe requirements of § 9-1703(b)(1 0). The Solid Waste ManagementPlan's Public
School Plan should:

1. Provide a detailed description ofthe public school recycling programbeing developed,
including what materials are to be recycled, how the materialswill be collected, and how
the materials will be marketed.

2. Define the roles andresponsibilities of the stakeholdersinvolvedin the program.

3. Identify the public schools included in the program. The Officeofthe Attorney General
has determinedthat all County public grade schools, colleges,and trade schools that
receive county fundingare covered by the law. Schools that are operated and funded
primarily by the State and that are generallyrecognized as "stateschools" are Dot subject
to § 9-1703(b)(10) of the EnvironmentArticle, Annotated CodeofMaryland even if
receiving some funding from county sources.

4. Provide a roll out schedule for the development and implementation of the program.

5. Identify a system for monitoringthe program to identify areas for improvement and to
ensure continuousschool participationin the program. Include contingencyplans for
contractor issues and steps to be taken ifschools are not participatingin the program.

Additionally, during the 2010 legislative session,the Maryland General Assembly passed House
Bill 685, Environment - Fluorescent and Compact Fluorescent Light Recvcling - County Plans.
The law became effective on July 1, 201 0 (amending § 9-1703 of EnvironmentArticle,
Annotated Code of Maryland). The law adds a requirement that must be addressed in a recycling
plan in accordancewith the provisionsof § 9-505 of the EnvironmentArticle, AnnotatedCodeof
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Maryland. Under § 9-1703(b)(ll) ofthe Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, the
counties and Baltimore City are required to address the strategy for the collection and recycling
offluorescent and compact fluorescent lights that contain Mercury. In addition, § 9-1703(g) of
the Environment Article, Annotated Code ofMaryland requires a county to revise its recycling
plan by October 1,2011, to address the requirements ofsubsection § 9-1703(b)(11) of this
section.

Thank. you for your continuing interest and cooperation in providing sound and long-term solid
waste management planning for the County. Ifyou have questions or need additional
clarifications on the matter discussed, please contact Ms. Hilary Miller, Program Manager,
Technical Services and Operations Program at 410-537-3431 or you may contact me at
410-537-3304.

Sincerely,

Horacia Tablada, Director
Land Management Administration

HT:TM:tm

cc: Daniel Locke, Chief, Montgomery County Division of Solid Waste Services: Administration
Hilary Miller, Manager, Technical Services and Operations Program
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